
If you are an avid beach comber or dock walker and you 

happen across some marine creature youõve never seen 

before, what do you do?  Look no further, the Field Guide 

to some common fouling invertebrates of Alaska is now up 

on our website here.  You  can download a page or the 

whole guide.  The focus of the guide is on known and 

potential marine fouling invasives in Alaska.  A joint effort 

of SERC and Kachemak Bay Research Reserve (KBRR), the 

guide includes taxonomically similar native species with 

pointers on how to tell them apart from related invasives.  

The guide is a work in progress and will be updated annually.  

Contact Linda McCann (mccannl@si.edu) or Catie Bursch 

(catie.bursch@alaska.gov) for more information.   

Also new, we have an invasives species facebook page that 

includes all kinds of interesting tidbits about invasives 

around the country.  For recent articles on invasives in 

Alaska you can find them in the news section of the website. 

Botryllus schlosseri from Sitka, 

Alaska.  Photo: Heather Meuret

-Woody 

What is that orange blob and other 
earth shattering questions 

In addition to spending their 

time looking for invasive 

tunicates, some monitors in 

Alaska are also focused on a 

more mobile invader, the 

European green crab.  The 

species has been making its 

way up the coast for a dec-

ade and now is poised to 

invade Alaska. A study by C. 

DeRivera looking at the tem-

perature and salinity toler-

ances of green crab larvae, 

and habitat suitability mod-

els indicate that much of 

coastal Alaska is prime habi-

tat for the crab (more on 

page 2). The site will be set 

up much like the Plate 

Watch website, with an area 

to upload crab monitoring 

data, as well as information 

about identifying the crab, 

its distribution, relevant 

publications and articles of 

interest.  The website will be 

up later this month. http://

greencrab.nisbase.org  
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Last July, 15 intrepid monitors, teachers and scientists gath-

ered in Ketchikan for the first Marine Invasive Species 

Monitoring Workshop.  Monitors from as far away as Bar-

row Alaska, shared their experiences in 2 days of lectures, 

sampling and field trips at the University of Alaska, SE, 

Ketchikan.  The group reviewed the targeted invasive spe-

cies and completed the summer monitoring at Carlin Air, 

one of the Ketchikan monitoring sites.  Field trips included a 

visit to the new Mariculture facility, a boat trip out to the 

islands with Allen Marine Tours to see how they are using 

tourists to assist with green crab trapping efforts and a dem-

onstration of a newly acquired ROV by Gary Freitag, from 

the Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program which can be used 

to survey for invasives. A search of the Carlin Air site for the 

invasive tunicate, Botryllus schlosseri, yielded no new sightings.  

The tunicate, whose distribu-

tion in Alaska has been lim-

ited to Sitka for some years, 

had been found at this loca-

tion in Ketchikan twice since 

2010, but had been removed 

each time.  We are hopeful 

that it has not established 

there. 

 Highlights of  the Marine Invasive Species Workshop   

Upper left: Participants at the workshop looking for invasives.  Upper right: native Sabellid worms provide substrate for native and 

invasive tunicates.  Lower left: Examining kelp for organisms.  Photos: Linda McCann and Linda Shaw 

Photo right: Catch from crab trapping included  rock crab, 

sculpin and sun star. Gary Freitag  


